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AS DANGEROUSLY cold wind blew 
across New Hampshire over the weekend, 
transfer station workers endured tempera-
tures that reached 
far below zero fac-
toring in wind chill.

In one North 
Country town, the 
transfer station facil-
ity manager asked to 
close for staff safety. 
The town’s leader-
ship refused.

Meanwhile, the manager of a southern 
New Hampshire transfer station faced 
uncertainty about whether to close his 
facility. He wanted to close to keep his staff 
safe. However, if he did, his part-time staff 
would not get paid.

At yet another transfer station staff 
faced the lack of a heated indoor space to 
warm up in between trips outside. Over 
the manager’s objections, it also remained 
open on Saturday.

These are just three of the many sto-
ries I’ve heard recently from some of our 
state’s most essential workers: our solid 
waste facility operators who handle our 
trash and recycling, help our communities 
reduce waste, and generate revenue for 
their community.

As the executive director of the North-
east Resource Recovery Association, a 
recycling nonprofit whose membership 
includes 85% of the communities in New 
Hampshire, I am compelled to advocate 
for the safety of a group of dedicated 
municipal staff who sometimes find there 
is little they can do to advocate for them-
selves.

As one operator told me, “If we as 
employees speak up it just puts a target 
on our backs. Believe me, I have tried and 
have been told in private by someone to 
be careful and watch my back.” He con-

tinued, “It’s unfortunate these decisions 
are made by people who don’t work in the 
elements. Some don’t have a clue what’s 
involved, nor do they take our input into 
consideration. There are many times that 
town hall and other departments close, yet 
we who work outside are told we have to 
stay open.”

Not to mention, when transfer stations 
stay open, residents are encouraged to 
travel in extreme weather.

To be clear, not every town that decided 
to keep its transfer station open in Satur-
day’s extreme winter weather was being 

unreasonable. One northern transfer sta-
tion decided to remain open. They have a 
heated room in the facility and cameras to 
show when residents arrive and need as-
sistance outside. They shortened shifts for 
staff while providing full pay for the day. 
They felt comfortable that they could both 
keep their staff safe and remain open.

I also applaud towns that have a 
thoughtful policy in place to handle 
situations like extreme cold. The Town of 
Wilton allows for two “Act of God” days for 
unexpected situations at their transfer sta-
tion. This covers power outages, accidents 
impeding access to the facility, or a bliz-
zard or extreme weather event. In these 
and other circumstances when the facility 
will be closed, employees receive full pay 
for the hours they are scheduled to work 
that day. They were closed on Saturday 
and paid their staff.

We need to respect the health and safety 
of all our residents and workers during ex-
treme weather events in New Hampshire, 
especially as they increase in frequency. 
This means remembering to include the 
health and safety of our solid waste facility 
operators as well.

Reagan Bissonnette is executive director of Northeast 
Resource Recovery Association. She lives in Concord.
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THE HEALTH and well-
being of Granite State families 
is a priority I’ve passionately 
championed during 
my time at the New 
Hampshire Senate. 
I’m eagerly looking 
forward to continuing 
that effort by focusing 
on a natural resource 
many often take for 
granted: water.

As we wake up 
each morning to start 
our day, whether it’s 
brushing our teeth 
or brewing a cup of 
coffee — water is 
absolutely an essential part of 
our routine. Its necessity doesn’t 
waver throughout the day, and 
thus every time we turn on the 
tap, we expect a dependable 
stream of clean drinking water. 
Unfortunately, not all areas of 
our Granite State are meeting 
that expectation. That is why I 
am introducing a pair of bills 
in the New Hampshire Senate 
this week to dedicate an addi-
tional $40 million to clean water 
projects.

Our state’s natural resources 
play an enormous role in an 
individual’s health, and when 
it comes to a need as basic as 
water, it should be safe, clean, 
and readily available for every 
Granite Stater. Just last year 
we re-initiated state grants for 
water projects to combat PFAS 
(per- and polyfluoroalkyl sub-
stances), the “forever chemi-
cals” that were byproducts of 
American industrial develop-
ment over the last century.

Over the past several years, 
former Senate President Chuck 
Morse made PFAS contamina-
tion a priority for the Drink-
ing Water and Groundwater 
Trust Fund, directing state and 
federal resources to local infra-
structure projects designed to 
mitigate PFAS pollution.

The PFAS Revolving Loan 
Fund has already provided more 
than $35 million for nearly 30 
projects across New Hampshire. 
My hometown of Bedford has 
received $2.9 million for PFAS 
projects now in progress. I won’t 
stop fighting to ensure my town 
has the resources it needs to 
combat this problem.

Work at the East Derry School 
in Derry and the Aquarion 
Water of N.H. project in 
North Hampton has already 
been completed. If we want 
to expand support for other 

communities facing PFAS 
contamination, we need to refill 
the fund. My bill, SB 138, would 

add $10 million to the 
PFAS Revolving Loan 
Fund over the next 
two years, which the 
Department of Envi-
ronmental Services 
says would allow the 
program to accept 
new applications from 
communities in need.

Wastewater projects 
are another challenge 
for our communi-
ties. Properly treating 
wastewater is essential 

to preserving water quality, 
especially during heavy storms. 
From sewer improvements to 
grit system upgrades, towns 
across the state are looking 
for assistance. But replacing 
antiquated sewer systems is a 
huge financial challenge to our 
towns. Projects from Colebrook 
to Conway to Concord and 
Claremont have already quali-
fied for state support, but we 
need to authorize state funding 
for these projects to continue 
without placing a huge burden 
on local property taxpayers. My 
second bill, SB 230, would dedi-
cate an additional $30 million 
for approved wastewater proj-
ects across New Hampshire.

The Senate Finance Commit-
tee is holding public hearings 
on both bills this week, and I’ll 
be at the State House making 
the case for clean water.

We always need to be careful 
when we spend the taxpayers’ 
money. Responsible, conserva-
tive budgets mean lower taxes, 
a growing economy, and rising 
revenues. That allows us to 
afford more state support for 
key budget priorities. Setting 
aside $40 million for clean 
water helps our environment, 
improves public health, and 
protects local taxpayers. I look 
forward to my fellow senators 
joining me in making clean 
water a top priority in 2023.

I’ve loved seeing our Granite 
State communities take advan-
tage of the clean water resourc-
es we’ve opened up to them, 
knowing how our families will 
benefit as a result. This is what 
serving in the New Hampshire 
Senate is all about, working 
together to drive results for our 
home state.

Sen. Denise Ricciardi (R-Bedford) represents 
District 9.

Clean NH water takes 
state’s commitment

“There Is Nothing So Powerful As Truth” — Daniel Webster

“Where the Spirit of the Lord Is, There Is Liberty” — II Corinthians 3:17
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Sununu wants Northern Pass 
rebooted, how about you?

To the Editor: In his inau-
gural address, Governor Chris 
Sununu hinted at a “Northern 
Pass-style project.” He’s men-
tioned this project to distract 
from policy choices that have 
left so many New Hampshire 
residents struggling to pay high 
utility bills.

A Northern Pass-style project 
would import out-of-state energy 
instead of bringing us closer 
to energy independence. Our 
utility bills are so high because 
imported fossil fuels like gas, coal, 
and oil are more expensive than 
renewables.

Less than 1% of our state’s 
power comes from solar energy. 
Energy experts estimate that we 
have enough potential to power 
the entire state with offshore wind 
power, but we are waiting for the 
wind farm to be built. Our energy 
efficiency standards are the worst 
in New England and our Public 
Utilities Commission (largely ap-
pointed by Sununu) slashed our 
energy efficiency programs. In 
short, we need more renewable 
and better energy efficiency in 
New Hampshire.

Sununu vetoed several bills that 
would make it easier for residents 
to get solar power and increase 
our state’s renewable energy 
portfolio. Solar energy and energy 
efficiency are two of the fastest 
ways for us to reduce our reliance 
on methane gas, but Sununu 
cares more about the fossil fuel 
and utility companies than he 
does about people trying to pay 
their utility bills.

Mentioning Northern Pass is 
Sununu’s way of distracting us 
from his terrible policy decisions 
and distaste for renewable ener-
gy. We need energy projects that 

keep jobs in our state and help us 
transition away from expensive, 
polluting fossil fuels.

REBECCA BEAULIEU
Dover

Safety of transfer station workers and the public must come first

Reagan 
Bissonnette

Sen. Denise 
Ricciardi

Students need history, not 
elected political minders

To the Editor: Rep. Arlene 
Quaratiello wrote an op-ed 
(2/3/23) titled, “Anti Discrimina-
tion Law Must Not Be Repealed” 
in response to HB 61, a bill that 
would repeal the “Anti-Discrim-
ination Law” (RSA 193:40) cur-
rently in effect.

In her argument, Rep. Quara-
tiello states, “A teacher, to put it 
bluntly, cannot imply that ‘White 
people oppressed Black people.’ 
In fact, considering that numer-
ous people who happened to be 
White helped slaves learn to read 
and get their stories published, 
the latter statement would be 
historically inaccurate.”

This spurious argument is in-
deed confusing. Remember that 
slaves were not citizens nor had 
any rights whatsoever to person 
or property. They were forbid-
den to vote, learn to read or write 
or keep their families intact. The 
fact that a few altruistic people 
awarded slaves the privilege (not 
the right) to literacy is absolutely 
no proof that Black people were 
not oppressed.

Rep. Quaratiello wishes to 
make a case for non oppression. 
Unfortunately, her version of 
history is completely inaccurate 
and only leads to more confu-
sion. Students deserve to know 
the truth, not a feel good message 
that does a great disservice to the 
memory of four million souls who 
suffered under enslavement for 
centuries.

ANN PODLIPNY
Chester

It’s a late-term abortion bill
To the Editor: Recently, the 

state Senate Judiciary Committee 
considered SB 181, a bill that aims 
to expand the “right” to abortion 
with few restrictions. Considering 
the simple, two-page, linguisti-
cally ambiguous text, this bill is 
reasonably categorizable as a 
late-term abortion law.

The bill stipulates, for purposes 
“vital to the equality and liberty,” 
“all individuals” have the right to 
terminate pregnancy in almost 
any circumstance or stage of 
bodily development.

This bill is flawed when tested 
and strained against the state 
constitution, which enshrines 
inherent rights, such as “defend-
ing life and liberty” and “Equality 
of Rights under the Law” (Art. 2). 
Additionally, “All men (humans) 
are born equally free” (Art. 1).

To deprive an unborn person of 
the ability to be born is a usur-
pation against life, liberty and 
“obtaining happiness.” Article 3 
stipulates that to enter into a civil 
society, the people must be willing 
to sacrifice some rights to the state 
for the protection of others for the 
common good; but the universal 
rights upon which the whole of 
the society is based, namely life 
and liberty, cannot be infringed by 
nature of their status as “natural, 
essential, and inherent.”

The extreme position of SB 
181, the legalization of mid- and 
late-term abortions, should be 
rejected by the Legislature and 
vetoed by the governor. If Senator 
Lou D’Allesandro, the other spon-
sors, and all elected officials in 
New Hampshire, truly care about 
equality and liberty, they will 
rescind, oppose, or block SB 181 
from becoming law.

ETHAN BALD
Brentwood


